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2017 6 NATIONS VINTAGE PLOUGHING CHAMPIONSHIPS

29TH – 30 SEPTEMBER 2017
DONAGHCLONEY, NORTHERN IRELAND

We are delighted to announce that the Northern Ireland Ploughing Association will host the 2017 6 Nations Vintage Ploughing Championships at Donaghcloney, Co Down, Northern Ireland on Friday 29th & Saturday 30th September. The contest will be held on the same site, and at the same time, as the 74th Northern Ireland International Ploughing Championships.

Entry forms for your team are included with this letter with each team to be formed by:



1 Vintage Hydraulic Competitor



1 Vintage Trail Competitor



1 Classic Competitor



1 Judge

Accommodation for the contest will be at the 4 star Banville House Hotel, Banbridge (limited number of rooms are available which will be based on a first come, first served, per person sharing basis) and includes:
· Bed & Breakfast

· Evening meal in the hotel

· Invitation to Prize Distribution on Saturday 30th September

· Lunch facilities provided on the site of the contest

· Entry to the Contest (including entry fee for competitors)

All competitors will receive a prize for competing with a trophy awarded to each class winner based on the aggregate results from the 2 days contest. Results will be announced at the Prize Distribution in the Banville House Hotel on the evening of Saturday 30th September.
All teams will arrive on Thursday 28th September for registration – further details will be provided nearer the time of the Contest.

The cost of entry, including 3 nights Bed & Breakfast, evening meals (including Prize Distribution) will be £250 per competitor (£225 per visitor including judge). Accommodation is limited and therefore single rooms will not be available. Competitors and judges receiving first preference of rooms in the hotel Discount of £15 per person will be provided where 3 or more share a room. Unfortunately we are unable to provide any further discount to any competitors or visitors wishing to stay for less than the 3 nights. Cost to be paid (and thus entry confirmed) by 30th April 2017 (payable to the Northern Ireland Ploughing Association. A late payment fee of £50 per person will apply for entries, payments or accommodation requests received after 30th April 2016.
Each country represented will be invited to provide an experienced judge. Judges will judge classes over both days. Both days ploughing will be stubble ploughing.
We hope that each country will compete at the 6 Nations Vintage Contest including England, Isle of Man, Republic of Ireland, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. We will adopt the rules from the European Vintage Ploughing Association. Any decision relating to the contest will be made by the Northern Ireland Ploughing Association and will be final.
We ask each team to complete the attached entry form and return it, including payment, by 30th April 2017 for your entry to be accepted. For visitor accommodation, please complete the Visitors 6 Nations Package Application form attached and return it, along with payment to the NIPA. Due to the limited number of rooms available, we can only confirm visitor details once competitors have registered.

We look forward to hosting the 6 Nations Vintage Ploughing Championships, and welcoming competitors, judges and visitors to Donaghcloney. Should you have any questions or queries please email info@niploughing.com. 

Yours sincerely

Wilson Holden

NIPA Chairman

FAQ.
Are practice plots available?
The 6 Nations Vintage Contest will be held on the same site, and at the same time, as the 74th Northern Ireland International Ploughing Championships therefore we anticipate that all ground available will be required for competition plots, trade stands and car parking. There are no plots available on the site for practice. However, should you require practice plots, please contact our association nearer the event where we will do our best to find practice ground in the vicinity of the contest.


Will transport between the hotel and site be available?

No. Each team will be required to provide their own transport to and from the hotel and the ploughing site.
How far is the hotel from the site?

Approximately 4 miles.
What is the recommended port to use for travel by ferry?
The Port of Belfast is the closest port less than 30 miles away. However the contest site is easily accessible for anyone travelling from Dublin Port and is just off the main Dublin-Belfast route.


How far is the hotel from:

Belfast
25 miles
Larne
47 miles
Dublin
84 miles
Is it possible to borrow a tractor and plough locally?

The 6 Nations Vintage Contest will be held at the same time as the Northern Ireland Championships therefore we recommend that you provide your own tractor and plough as our members will be competing at the same time as the 6 Nations Vintage Championships. However, should you need the loan of equipment locally, please contact us and we do our best to locate suitable equipment.

What if our team are unable to register one competitor in each class?

Teams will be accepted up to a maximum of 3 competitors per team and a maximum of 1 competitor from each country for each class – hydraulic, trail and classic. Should a country not be able to provide a competitor for each class (e.g classic) the team may still be enter for the other classes (e.g hydraulic and trail) however the team will not be able to provide more than one competitor for any class (e.g a team may not provide 2 hydraulic competitors).
What if our team cannot provide a judge?
Should any team not be able to provide a judge from their own country, then the judging panel will be made up by the judges from the remaining competing nations.

We are unable to stay for the 3 nights as indicated – can we arrive late or leave early?

Competitors and visitors may arrive on the morning of Friday 29th September before the contest commences and/or depart Saturday 30th September after the contest ends. However, as accommodation prices have been negotiated with the hotel based on 3 nights’ accommodation, the full cost of £250/£225 (discounted by £15 per person if 3 or more share a room) must be honoured. Teams must advise the NIPA in advance that their team will be arriving late/departing early.
How many people can stay in a room?
The hotel rooms can comfortably accommodate up to 4 people in one room.

Can competitors pay an entry fee and arrange their own accommodation?
No. We have negotiated prices with the hotel based on all teams using the official accommodation in the Banville House Hotel. We hope teams staying together in the hotel will add to the event plus we plan to have some entertainment for the teams each night in the hotel.

What size are the plots?
Plot size is still to be confirmed but we anticipate it will be approximately 50m x 15m. Plots will be stubble both days.
When will visitors know when their accommodation in the hotel is confirmed?

Closing date for competitor entries is 30th April 2016. We will confirm visitors’ accommodation packages as soon as possible after this date. We encourage visitors to reserve their accommodation by completing the enclosed entry form and paying the fee now. We will be proactive contacting National Ploughing Organisations to anticipate who will be travelling as part of the teams, plus their accommodation so we can anticipate the demands for beds and rooms in the hotel.

What are the rules being used for the 6 Nations Contest?

European Vintage rules will apply
Will I be able to leave my equipment on site?
There will be security on site so you may leave your equipment on site along with our National competitors’ equipment. You must ensure that your equipment is fully insured and you comply with NIPA Health & Safety Standards.

Will results be announced at the end of Day 1?

No. Full results will be declared at the Prize Distribution on Saturday evening. Overall class winners will be based on the aggregate score from both days ploughing.
How will the 6 Nations contest be judged?
Each country will provide one judge who will judge all 3 classes on both days of the contest. Aggregate scores from each judge over both days competition will determine the results.

How will the 6 Nations contest be stewarded?

NIPA will provide stewards for the 6 Nations Vintage Contest to ensure all rules are applied. However, we encourage each country to provide at least one steward to assist both days.
Who should I contact should I have any queries?
Please email our Secretary, Alison on info@niploughing.com
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PROVISIONAL PROGRAMME

THURSDAY 28TH SEPTEMBER



FROM 15:00
ARRIVAL & REGISTRATION



19:30

WELCOME DINNER

FRIDAY 29TH SEPTEMBER




07:00

BREAKFAST



08:00

TRAVEL TO PLOUGHING SITE



09:00

PARADE TO PLOTS



10:30

COMMENCE PLOUGHING



14:30

PLOUGHING ENDS



17:00

RETURN TO ACCOMMODATION



19:30

DINNER AT HOTEL



21:00

ENTERTAINMENT AT HOTEL

SATURDAY 30th SEPTEMBER



07:00

BREAKFAST



08:00

TRAVEL TO PLOUGHING SITE



09:00

PARADE TO PLOTS



10:30

COMMENCE PLOUGHING



14:30

PLOUGHING ENDS



17:00

RETURN TO ACCOMMODATION



19:30

PRIZE DISTRIBTUION AT HOTEL

SUNDAY 1ST OCTOBER



08:00

BREAKFAST



09:00

DEPART HOTEL

OFFICE BEARERS

President: W.A King MBE
Chairman: W Holden
Vice Chairman: L Deans
Website: niploughing.com
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